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NEW ALBUM
Local Singer/Songwriter
Jeff LeBlanc.

ART EVENTS
Openings, closings

see and be seen.

C lad in an electric blue blazer, Jeff LeBlanc gazes 
downward on the cover of Vision, his fourth 

studio album, which dropped this week and is now 
available on iTunes. The bold wardrobe choice 
sets the tone for the seven songs on the Center 
Moriches-raised singer/songwriter’s most recent 
album—strong, diverse and reflective of his desire 
to take his music career to the next level.

LeBlanc attended Center Moriches High School, 
where he attributes a recording techniques class 
as his first formal introduction to the music world. 
“Once I learned the basics of recording, the [music] 
bug kind of bit me,” he says. Though LeBlanc 
continued to dabble in music, he went to Sacred 
Heart University in Connecticut to study history and 
education, with an eye toward becoming a teacher. 
After graduation, he found himself playing music all 
the time and soon changed his career path.

“It was a risky move, but I can always go back  
and teach,” muses LeBlanc about the decision to 
pursue music full time. “Sometimes I feel we put  
our lives in fast-forward too quickly,” he says, 
referring to the pressure the 20-something  
generation feels to achieve traditional benchmarks 
of success early in life.

LeBlanc is widely recognized for his ability to  
take what he’s feeling, and issues that he faces, 
and turn them into song lyrics that resonate with 
fans. “I want people to listen to music the way I 
listen to music,” says LeBlanc. “I want people to feel 

something when they listen to the album, to take 
away from the lyrics.”

For example, the third track on Vision is titled 
“Say Anything You Want.” LeBlanc and co-writer Liz 
Longley were inspired by a feeling that people doubt 
them, or doubt their choices. “You can say anything 
you want about me, and I’m still going to feel good,” 
says LeBlanc of the song. 

“I think [being successful] comes down to still 
writing good music, because if you don’t write 
something people listen to, it doesn’t matter what 
you do,” says LeBlanc. He does, however, value 
collaborative work. Vision, which was recorded in 
Nashville, features songs co-written with Longley 
and Kevin Garrett.

LeBlanc is currently working as his own agent  
and booking his own shows, explaining that agents  
are only worthwhile if they’re a good fit, otherwise  
you risk lose creative autonomy, or are simply  
sitting on a roster. “You want to get to that point 
where people feel that mystique like, ‘I can’t 
miss that show,’” says LeBlanc of his strategy for 
promoting his work. “It’s the Hansel and Gretel 
theory. You give a little crumb, then you give  
another crumb.” Hopefully, people continue chasing 
you for more. “There are different ways to the top of 
the mountain,” says LeBlanc. “It’s all about creating 
your own mystique.”

His goal is to become a national household name. 
“I’d love to go to every city and have a few hundred 
people come up,” says LeBlanc. “A benchmark 
moment would be to feel like you don’t have to bug 

your friends to come to shows anymore. I’m almost 
[at that level].”

LeBlanc’s first foray into performing live occurred 
in downtown Westhampton Beach, at the Beach 
Bakery Café. “I attribute those shows to chipping 
my teeth in a way. People are yelling at you, they 
want you to learn a certain song. There are babies 
running around,” says LeBlanc. “Those early gigs 
were the perfect start for me, because it wasn’t  
really beautiful.”

Soon after, he was asked to open his first show at 
the Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Center.

“The coolest moment for me was getting to play 
the theater [Westhampton Beach Performing Arts 
Center] with Brett Dennen,” says LeBlanc. “It was like 
I used to play right there, at the Beach Bakery, and I 
never thought I’d get in here [WHBPAC].”

He’s since played at WHBPAC multiple times,  
and has come a long way from playing the Beach 
Bakery to opening for such heavy hitters as  
Gavin DeGraw, Colbie Caillat, Luke Bryan, Third 
Eye Blind, Goo Goo Dolls and Matt Nathanson, in  
addition to touring solo. His next WHBPAC show  
is scheduled for June 19, when he’ll open for  
Duncan Sheik.

“I’m excited to play with Sheik, because I’ve always 
liked him. [Sheik’s hit] “Barely Breathing” is one of 
the first songs I ever liked,” says LeBlanc. As for  
his performance, “I’ll be playing solo, a lot of my  
new stuff.”

For more information, visit jeffleblancmusic.com 

Jeff LeBlanc Releases Album, Plays WHBPAC
BY KELLY LAFFEY

EXHIBITIONS AT SOUTHAMPTON HISTORICAL MUSEUM
5/15, 4–6 p.m. Through 10/17. Opening reception for 
“Into the Deep” featuring paintings by Paton Miller and 
“Views From Southampton,” featuring paintings by Pat 
Garrity. 17 Meeting House Lane, Southampton. 631-283-2494 
southamptonhistoricalmuseum.org

MEET THE ARTIST: ELLEN WATSON AT GEEKHAMPTON
5/15, 6 –8 p.m. Through 5/30. Photography by Ellen Watson. 
Wine by Long Wharf Wines. GeekHampton, 34 Bay Street, 
Sag Harbor. 631-723-3660 geekhampton.com

KATHERINE LIEPE-LEVINSON AT EAST END ARTS
5/17, 3–5 p.m. Through 7/29. New works from the artist’s 
Earth/Water series. Rosalie Dimon Gallery at the Jamesport 
Manor Inn, 370 Manor Lane, Jamesport. 631-727-0900 
eastendarts.org

TWISTED METAL III AT TRIPOLI EAST HAMPTON
5/23–6/21. Works by Yung Jake. Tripoli Gallery East 
Hampton, 87 Newtown Lane. 631-324-0149 tripoligallery.com

ARTHAMPTONS 2015
7/2–7/5. Annual art fair to benefit Guild Hall and Samuel 
Waxman Cancer Foundation. Private estate, Lumber Lane 
Reserve, Bridgehampton. 631-283-5505 arthamptons.com

MARKET ART + DESIGN
7/9–7/12. Fine art from galleries across the United States, 
with a curated design focus featuring international designers 
and dealers. Fairview Farm at Mecox, 19 Horsemill Lane, 
Bridgehampton. art-mrkt.com/hamptons

ART SOUTHAMPTON PRESENTED BY ART MIAMI
7/9–7/13. VIP Preview 7/9. Fair with contemporary and 
modern art from masters of the 20th and 21st centuries, 
as well as talented emerging artists. Nova’s Ark Project 30 
Millstone Road, Water Mill. 631-537-0061 thearkproject.com

EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CELEBRITY 
SOFTBALL GAME
8/15. Celebrity artists and writers play softball to benefit 
the East End Hospice, Eleanor Whitmore Early Childhood 
Center, Phoenix House Academy and The Retreat. Herrick 
Park, East Hampton. awgame.org 

GUIDED TOURS OF SPECIAL 
EXHIBITIONS AT PARRISH ART 
MUSEUM
2 p.m. Wednesdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays. Tours last one hour. 
Permanent collection tours on 
Wednesdays and Sunday; Special 
exhibition tours on Saturdays. Space is 
limited. Free with museum admission. 
Parrish Art Museum, 279 Montauk 
Highway, Water Mill. 631-283-2118 
parrishart.org

GRAND OPENING AT THE WHITE 
ROOM GALLERY
Featuring Eric Ernst, Sally Breen, Jim 
Gingerich and more. Music by Mama Lee and Friends. 
White Room Gallery, 2415 Main Street, Bridgehampton. 
631-237-1481

FELIX BONILLA AT TRIPOLI GALLERY EAST HAMPTON
Through 5/17. Tripoli Gallery opens its second location 
with a solo exhibition, “Félix Bonilla Gerena: For Lisa.” 
Tripoli Gallery East Hampton, 87 Newtown Lane, East 
Hampton. 631-377-3715 tripoligallery.com

EAST END COLLECTED AT SOUTHAMPTON ARTS CENTER
Through 5/17. Paton Miller’s vision of this area as an ideal 
environment for artists to create work. Southampton 

Arts Center, 25 Jobs Lane, Southampton. 631-283-0967 
southamptoncenter.org

CARDONE, LUCAS AND LUCAS AT GRENNING GALLERY
Through 5/17. Showcase of three up and coming painters, 
all from Long Island. Grenning Gallery, 17 Washington 
Street, Sag Harbor. 631-725-8469 grenninggallery.com

“CONDITIONAL/RETURN” AT SARA NIGHTINGALE 
Through 5/18. Showcase of work by Zev Jonas and Simone 
Douglas. Sara Nigtingale Gallery, 688 Montauk Highway, 
Water Mill. 631-793-2256 

RJD GALLERY SOUTHAMPTON 
ANIMAL SHELTER FOUNDATION 
EXHIBITION
Through 5/21. Animal-themed artwork 
to benefit Southampton Animal 
Shelter Foundation. Richard J. Demato 
Fine Arts Gallery, 90 Main Street, Sag 
Harbor. 631-725-1161 rjdgallery.com 

4TH ANNUAL SPRING FLOWER 
SHOW AT ROMANY KRAMORIS
Through 5/21. Group exhibit featuring 
local artists’ floral paintings, pottery, 
garden sculpture, blown glass and 
more. Romany Kramoris Gallery, 41 
Main Street, Sag Harbor. 631-725-2499 
kramorisgallery.com

JONATHAN BEER AT TRIPOLI GALLERY SOUTHAMPTON
Through 5/25. “Memory Palace” will be an immersive 
environment in which the artist’s vision is presented 
through installation, sculpture and painting. Tripoli Gallery 
Southampton, 30A Jobs Lane, Southampton. 631-377-3715 
tripoligallery.com

ART EVENTS
For more events happening this week, check out: 

North Fork Calendar pg. 38, 
Calendar pg. 42, Kids’ Calendar pg. 43

For more events and to post your event online go to 
Events.DansPapers.com. 

Events submitted by noon Friday will be considered for the 
print calendar.

LeBlanc released his new album this week
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